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City of Olmsted Falls 
Minutes of a Regular Council Meeting 

Tuesday, January 12, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. 

Conducted as a Virtual Meeting through Webex  
 

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.  Council President Paul Stibich called the meeting to order at 

7:00 p.m.  Roll call was conducted.  Councilmen Lori Jones, Jennifer Jansen, Cornel Munteanu, Jay 

McFadden, Yvonne Buchholz, and Brian Chitester were present.   

 

Also, in attendance:  James Graven, Mayor, Andrew D. Bemer, Law Director, Odis Rogers, Police 

Chief, Matt Sheehan, Fire Chief, and Terry Veloski, Assistant Finance Director.  Audience: 6.  

 

Approval of Minutes  
Mr. McFadden moved to approve the minutes from the Finance Committee Meeting of November 

16, 2020; Mr. Chitester seconded.  Poll: 7 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried.  

 

Ms. Buchholz moved to approve the minutes from the Finance Committee Meeting of November 23, 

2020; Mr. Chitester seconded.  Poll: 7 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried. 

 

Ms. Buchholz moved to approve the minutes from the Regular Council Meeting of December 22, 

2020; Mr. Munteanu seconded.  Poll: 7 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried.  

 

Consideration of Amendment to the Agenda  

Mr. Munteanu moved to amend the agenda to include Ordinance 05-2021 under New Business; Ms. 

Buchholz seconded.  Poll: 7 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried.  

 

Mayor’s Report and Appointments  

Mayor Graven wished everyone a Happy New Year and that we are looking forward to a successful 

2021.  

 

First, he would like to discuss his goals for our city this year.  Safety and finances will continue to be 

his top priority for 2021 and he would like us to be the safest city again this year as we were in 2020.  

He stated that the police department will be purchasing a new SUV police vehicle and also continuing 

our community contacts program to increase police visibility and our community policing program.  

The fire department will also be applying for grants for some new equipment and the Fire Chief will 

give Council more information.  He stated that the he also wants the fire department to continue to 

improve their training and multi-company drills.  Also, he would like us to continue the economic 

success that we have.  Since we have been fiscally prudent concerning our spending we were able to 

build the general fund back up.  When he took office three years ago the unencumbered balance was 

only $370,000, today we have built it back up to approximately $1.3 million.  He is still concerned 

about our finances because we will not know until after April 15th whether income tax revenue will be 

down substantially or not.  After safety and finances his other priorities are roads, parks and recreation 

and senior services.  We will be resurfacing Nobottom and River Roads also Brookside from Bagley 

to Mill and Mill from Brookside to Columbia.  Another exciting project to improve our parks and 

recreation will be our partnership with OAC (the Olmsted Athletic Commission), we will be building 
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two baseball fields and a playground on the city owned land which is adjacent to our library.  We will 

also replace the playground equipment at the Village Green with $75,000 money we received from the 

state.  He stated that last year because of all the new housing in our city we received approximately 

$30,000 in park and rec fees which will also allow us to improve parks.  

 

We also want to enhance our senior center and will reopen as soon as the COVID-19 pandemic 

subsides.  We recently purchased new laptops to provide some virtual programs for our seniors.  

 

He stated that regarding economic development, last year we added some new businesses.  Since 

Forni Landscaping opened in our city they have been successful and again they have over 20 

employees who will bring income taxes into the city.  We want to increase the economic development.  

 

He stated that on December 24th we received notice that the Court of Appeals ruled in favor of the city 

against former Acting Assistant Safety Director William Traine.  The Court ruled that the Ohio 

Supreme Court recognizes that the goal of civil service laws and rules is to “remove politics from 

public service employment.”  As many of you know, Mr. Traine never took the chief’s examination.  

The former mayor made a political appointment and named Mr. Traine Acting Assistant Safety 

Director.  The Court ruled that in this case there was no dispute that Traine did not participate in a 

competitive promotional examination.  The Court also stated that there is no basis to suggest that 

Traine’s temporary appointment was rendered permanent by operation of law based upon his alleged 

completion of a probationary period.  In conclusion, the Court ruled thus Traine can prove no set of 

facts that would entitle him to relief, we find the assignor lacks merit.  He would like to thank the 

city’s attorney Holly Wilson, she did an excellent job representing the city.  

 

He stated that we are currently looking for a new finance director.  As you know, Mr. Vitalone 

resigned last month.  We have ad’s out and he has been making calls and reaching out to people.  

 

Also, during last month’s meeting Mr. Vitalone discussed our debt service funds.  We are aware that 

there are some issues concerning these funds, these issues go back many many years.  For example, 

back in 2015 our auditor James Zupka’s report states that “the water debt project fund had a negative 

cash balance at the end of the year in the amount of $20,361.”  Also, back in 2017 the Zupka report 

stated that “the city recorded advances that were not approved by Council.” The report also stated that 

back in 2017, there were approximately seven funds with negative cash balances.  Assistant Finance 

Director Terry Veloski did provide all of Council and myself with a report concerning our debt service 

funds.  We currently have four active debt service funds and Ms. Veloski suggested that it would be 

more efficient to remove the inactive funds and then either maintain the four active funds or combine 

all of them into one debt service fund.  There are many questions regarding these funds and suggested 

that Council authorize spending up to $5,000 so that we can hire a consultant who can review the facts 

concerning these funds and offer a recommendation on how to move forward.  He and the Council 

President have already interviewed a couple of consultants and will keep Council updated.  Mr. 

Stibich stated that at some point Council will have a work session to review the consultants and the 

status of the funds.  Hopefully the spreadsheet that Ms. Veloski provided is a starting place at this 

point.  

 

Mr. Munteanu moved to appoint John Weber to the Planning and Zoning Commission for a five-year 

term to expire on 12/31/2025; Ms. Buchholz seconded.  Poll: 7 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried.  

 

Mr. Stibich congratulated Mr. Weber and thanked him for his interest and services to come.   
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Communications from Residents  

 

Vivien Tomsik, 24150 Briarpatch Drive, stated that she has a complaint regarding one of her 

neighbors.  He stated that this has been going on since last 2019 when her neighbor and friend sold 

her home to a family that moved in and they have been selling merchandise from the home.  She 

stated that she knows that the city has been working on it.  As of 5:45 tonight, she and her husband 

came home and a vehicle was parked on our street next door to her, they cannot park at the house that 

they are going to because of the cul-de-sac and they had their high beams on, so when we drove in we 

found it difficult.  She was being a bit naughty because he said he was not selling out of the house 

anymore but he is; he has a Facebook page and he is still selling.  She wishes that this would stop.  

She has spoken to Ms. Jones and we have had several communications and she recently spoke with 

Gary Kopchak.  We have sent photo’s to Ms. Jones.  The neighbor continues to sell; she feels sorry 

for the neighbors on the circle because the neighbors next to them are from the middle east and 

because of her association with the girl that sold the house to them she knows that she was friends 

with them and her English is not very good.  They are not doing garage sales with COVID but he is 

selling stuff out of the house. We have people coming and on bulk days its like a bloody big bon fire 

out there.  So, she assumes that people in the circle have complained.  She spoke tonight with her 

neighbor who lives directly next to this gentleman and she is elderly and in ill health, she is in her 

80’s, and she said it doesn’t stop.  As of tonight, at 5:45 p.m. someone backed in and loaded stuff in 

there and on 1/8 and 01/02 the same thing, in fact on Friday of last week a friend happened to be 

stopping by and there was a strange vehicle in the driveway.  This continues and she thinks that this 

gentleman thinks its funny and that he can get away with it.  She asked for the city’s help.  

 

Mayor Graven stated that we are aware of the problem.  Last week he and Mr. Kopchak went to the 

neighborhood and spoke with Ms. Bures and the gentleman who lives across the street from her, 

which is one or two houses from the subject home.  Ms. Tomsik stated that this neighbor has also 

expressed concerns to her throughout the summer.  We have had people purchase a home and come to 

view the home and they think it is wonderful and her street is a great place to live, we have more 

children on the street than ever.  Once COVID is over they will play in the circle on the street, which 

they have before, but we have strange cars coming up and we have people on bulk trash day picking 

at it.  The trash people just take it away and she cannot believe that someone has complained.  Mayor 

Graven replied that the city has received complaints.  He would like Ms. Tomsik to know that he is 

handling the situation.  He knows that the law director is also aware and that Mr. Kopchak did write 

out a complaint and the city will follow through on it.  Mr. Bemer stated that Ms. Bures came to the 

city probably around the beginning of last summer.  Mr. Stibich asked if Ms. Tomski needed to say 

something.  Ms. Tomsik stated that she and Ms. Bures are close and have a good relationship.  This 

has been ongoing and she is annoyed.  Mr. Bemer stated that he is the law director and Mr. Kopchak 

has been diligent and has done what he needs to do which is pursue criminal prosecution for violating 

our city ordinances, which he has done.  This is always the first step, the city must pursue what 

criminal remedies we have available.  He has seen this before, and as Ms. Tomsik has stated there are 

residents that ignore the criminal process, they will take their fine and continue on their way and go 

back to their activities.  So, the next step would be to pursue a civil remedy which would be for 

injunctive relief and get an order from the court for this gentleman to cease and desist the activity.  At 

that juncture, if he continues to pursue his activities, we would be able to arrest him on the basis of 

violating the court order.  So, this unfortunately does involve a process.  Yes, this resident is terribly 

brazen and ignores the tranquility and the habitable of Ms. Tomsik’s street and he is obviously quite a 

nuisance, but the city will need to pursue the next step in remedies in order to get him to understand 
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what a problem he is.  Ms. Jones asked if the neighbors would need to come to court.  Mr. Bemer 

asked if she was interested in being a witness?  Ms. Jones replied yes and she is sure some of the 

other neighbor’s would also.  Mr. Bemer indicated that he would inform the prosecutor, Mr. Castele.  

Ms. Jones asked if the case would be in Berea.  Mr. Bemer replied that the criminal case would be in 

Berea, the cease-and-desist order would have to go downtown to the county court.  He would like to 

communicate with Mr. Castele and Mr. Kopchak to get a status update and he will email Council.  

 

Mr. Tomsik stated that this has been going on for a long time and she promised her elderly neighbor 

that she would keep on top of the issue.  This has continued since July of 2019.  Ms. Jones stated that 

she can vouge for Ms. Tomsik as she also lives on the street.  

 

Genevieve Bures, 24175 Briarpatch Drive, stated that she originally called Mr. Munteanu back in 

2019 because the same neighbor was having garage sales every weekend and he was kind enough to 

inform her that apparently there was a statute that you couldn’t do that.  Then low and behold, our 

neighbor started having a flea market out of his house but this is not the reason she wants to address 

Council this evening.  She stated that she has been very aware of working with the Mayor, the Law 

Director, and Gary Kopchak over this matter.  She stated that on May 14, 2020 she contacted Ms. 

Jones and left a message for her and it is too bad that she cannot be here in person tonight because she 

would rather address this personally.  She stated that Ms. Jones did respond to her concerning the 

problems that we are having here and she thought Ms. Jones would understand because she lives on 

the street and belongs to City Council.  Then on several other occasions she and another neighbor 

sent her photographs, this was when this gentleman would fill the tree lawn with bulk items and kept 

on having his sales, and we assumed as a member of City Council Ms. Jones would take care of that.  

Ms. Jones replied that she forwarded the pictures.  Ms. Bures stated that she is speaking and would 

like to finish then Ms. Jones can speak when she done.  She stated that after the May 14th incident she 

telephoned Ms. Jones several times, didn’t hear anything, she send emails and did not get a reply, she 

sent texts but no replies.  Now, Ms. Jones is a City Councilman and Ms. Bures stated that she did not 

expect to receive a conference call from Mayor Graven in which the law director and Mr. Kopchak 

were all on the conference call, to her that is above and beyond as she expects her city council people 

to be her contact with City Hall, she did not expect City Hall to come to her.  Now, not only do we 

have the conference along with texts and emails back in forth between these gentlemen and herself, 

but, in actuality the Mayor and Mr. Kopchak come to the neighborhood, they meet with her and one 

of the other neighbors, if they would have given her time she would have had a dozen neighbors.  

Unfortunately, they sent a text saying they would be there in 15 minutes and that is too short of a 

notice.  Her question tonight is, she does not understand why Ms. Jones ran for City Council if she 

doesn’t respond to the needs of the citizens and why accept the job if you don’t expect to do it.  She is 

80 years old, however, if she was a younger woman she would run for Ms. Jones job and believe her 

she would win and she would give the position of city council the attention the citizens and the 

taxpayers of this city deserve.  It is not up to the Mayor, law director and building inspector to come 

down to the neighborhood and visit with us when Ms. Jones lives on the street, she is very very 

disappointed in her actions as a City Council representative.  Ms. Jones replied that she is supposed to 

give it to them to handle.  The Council just turns it over to the administration.  Ms. Bures replied no, 

Ms. Jones never even responded.  Mr. Stibich stated that he does know that Ms. Jones brought this to 

the attention of the Mayor which is the proper thing for her to do.  There is not much a Councilman 

can do about an unruly or disruptive neighbor as it is up to the administration to enforce the laws.  

Ms. Bures replied that she is not asking Ms. Jones to enforce the laws what she is asking her to do is 

to respond to the citizens.  She has called and left messages, sent texts and emails, Ms. Jones could 

have done the courtesy thing. She has been a business owner for 38 years, she would never not return 
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a phone call even if it’s a stupid call she would return a call to that person, that is her job that is what 

she is getting paid for.  Ms. Jones apologized and said that she did not notice when she did it and Ms. 

Bures has her cell phone.   

 

Ms. Tomsik stated that she did sent a couple of photos to Ms. Jones and when she spoke to Mr. Gary 

Kopchak he did say that he did not receive said photos and that is all she can say on the subject.  She 

does agree with Ms. Bures and this has been going on to long and this gentleman has gotten away 

with it and its not right.  This is a residential neighborhood with about 13 houses, a great street to live 

on and we have a lot of younger kids here now and this needs to be addressed and finished.  Ms. 

Jones replied that she forwarded the photos to Mr. Bemer and Mr. Borczuch.  Ms. Tomsik stated that 

maybe it was a miscommunication and people don’t know who they should be talking to.   

 

Mr. Chitester stated that he is the Ward representative and if Ms. Tomsik or Ms. Bures has trouble 

getting a hold of Ms. Jones because he knows she is a hard-working individual.  At the end of the 

day, she works hard at everything she does and may not have the five minutes that he can promise he 

has as he does not have much going on.  If these ladies need to, they can 100% contact him and he 

can help Ms. Jones because she does work tirelessly on everything she does from her employment to 

Council and all the other committees she serves.  This happens to the best of us and he has made the 

same mistake when someone contacts him but he forgets to get back to them because things pile up.  

Again, if this continues and the ladies need to forward photographs his cell number is on the city 

website or they can email him as well and he will be more than happy to help.  Ms. Bures thanked 

Mr. Chitester.  Mr. Chitester stated that he does not want to step on Ms. Jones toes and if she wants to 

continue with this issue he will step aside.  Ms. Jones replied that if Mr. Chitester has more time, she 

would like the help because she works 16 hours a day.  She asked that he keep her in the loop because 

she would like to attend court.  Mr. Chitester replied yes.  Ms. Jones thanked Mayor Graven for going 

to the neighborhood.  

 

Mr. Stibich asked if Ms. Tomsik and Ms. Bures understand what the law director spoke about this 

being a process that is ongoing and hopefully a resolution soon.  Ms. Tomsik replied that she 

understands and thanked Council.  Ms. Bures stated that from what she understands there will be a 

hearing on January 19th in Council Chambers and she intends to be present.  Ms. Tomsik replied that 

she would also be in attendance.  

 

Approval of Bills: 
Mr. Chitester moved to approve Pay Ordinance 2021-01; Mr. McFadden seconded.  Poll: 7 ayes; 0 

nays. Motion carried.  

 

Officials Reports: 
 

Odis Rogers, Police Chief 

Chief Rogers wished everyone a Happy New Year.  He stated that the Mayor mentioned community 

contacts and he would like Council to be aware that all of the precautions that have been put into 

place going back to March are all still being done on a daily basis to continue to combat COVID-19 

and mitigate the spread as best we can with the job that we have to do.  Having said that, the 

community contacts is still officially on pause. Now, of course there are times when officers go into 

Speedway to get a cup of coffee or are driving slowly down a street and see someone walking and 

they make that effort.  He believes at this point the officers certainly know all of the things to do to 
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mitigate the spread, they are wearing masks and keeping six feet apart, we just are not counting them 

or mandating a certain number of community contacts per six-week period so the numbers for 2020 

will be much lower. As the Mayor said, we look forward to the time when we can get back into our 

full-blown community contact program.  

 

He would also like to discuss the legislation for civil service so everyone is on the same page. When 

the temporary budget was discussed and when Mr. Vitalone was putting it together, we did not know 

there was going to be a retirement in the sergeant’s ranks at that time which is why the temporary 

budget was one quarter at $2,000. We are requesting that it be increased to $10,000 so we can give a 

sergeant test as the sergeant will retire on February 1st. He has been out ill for several months and it 

was determined that he was going to retire and not come back. As you all know, we have to have a 

supervisor on all three shifts. In the meantime, we have had an officer in charge and all the officers 

are doing a great job but you still have to have a supervisor on every shift.  Ms. Jones asked if 

Council could make a motion now.  Mr. Stibich replied that Council has to vote on the legislation 

first.  Chief Rogers stated that he just wanted to give Council a big picture view of why this happened 

the way it did.  He thanked Ms. Mancini for catching this as we almost didn’t and then we would 

have had to push back giving the civil service test for the sergeant position. When that legislation 

comes up if Council has any questions, he would be happy to answer them.  

 

Mr. Stibich stated so Council is clear, we amended the agenda to add this legislation which will 

increase the appropriation for civil service so that we can spend the money for the sergeant’s exam 

which is approximately $8,000.  Then under new business we will have a requisition to approve.   

 

Mr. Stibich indicated that the service director is not present this evening but there are a couple of 

requisitions that Council will need to consider this evening for him.  

 

Ms. Buchholz moved to approve a requisition to Buzzard Heating and Air Conditioning to remove 

the existing RTU #6 and install a new Traine 8.5 ton unit with automatic economizer and controls, 

rewiring and start up in an amount not to exceed $13,908.17; Mr. Chitester seconded.  Mr. Stibich 

asked what building this unit was for.  Ms. Buchholz replied City Hall as she asked Mr. Borczuch. 

Poll: 7 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried.  

 

Ms. Buchholz moved to approve a requisition to Cargill Salt for 500 tons of rock salt for the 2020-

2021 winter season in an amount not to exceed $30,075.00; Mr. Chitester seconded.  Poll: 7 ayes; 0 

nays. Motion carried.  

 

Matt Sheehan, Fire Chief  
Chief Sheehan stated that all of the full-time firefighters as well as himself have either had the 

COVID vaccine or have had COVID.  Currently, a total of 10 firemen have come down with COVID 

but as of today we are back at full strength.  We have received some phone calls from citizens and 

some Council members may be getting phone calls as well regarding what the county is planning for 

the rollout of Phase II and III.  We are not getting much information on that currently.  They are 

presently using the Cuyahoga County Fairgrounds for vaccines for rescue workers and usually 

perform them every Wednesday.  As he gets more information, he will pass along to Council 

members in case citizens of your wards contact them.  

 

He stated that Resolution 02-2021 for Council’s consideration.  This will allow him to submit a grant 

for an extractor washer and dryer.  If the city receives the grant it will be for 100%.  He would like to 
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thank Terry Veloski for assisting the fire department with all the grants he is submitting.  He stated 

that at the next Council meeting there will be a request for two more grants he would like to submit; 

one will be for a hose and the other will be for an air compressor which will fill air bottles.  The city 

will submit a grant for the air compressor jointly with Olmsted Township Fire Department as it seems 

to carry more weight with the Assist the Firefighters grant when we have other cities involved.  

 

He stated that the Mayor mentioned earlier about the fire department completing more training in 

2021.  He stated that 2020 has been trying especially with following the COVID protocols from the 

Cuyahoga County Health Department and CDC as they did not want close contact if it could be 

avoided, so drilling was a little more difficult. He stated that Middleburg Heights Fire Department has 

a building where they can run multiple drills which he will explain in greater detail at the next 

Council meeting.  

 

Councilman Jay McFadden, Ward I – No Report 

 

Councilwoman Yvonne Buchholz, Ward III  
Ms. Buchholz wished everyone a happy new year.   

 

She stated that the Park and Recreation Board attempted to hold a meeting on January 4th but were 

unable to reach a quorum.  We will attempt another meeting on February 1st.  The entire board, Jill, 

including her son, Dave, Kim, Aimee and Bill along with Jennifer Jansen and Alan and Heidi Perkins 

gathered the past weekend to remove all the Christmas decorations from the Village Green.  They 

found that two of the gingerbread men were destroyed and some of the candy canes were removed 

from the walkway.  She stated that Alan Perkins has taken one of the gingerbread men home in an 

attempt to fix it but the other one was beyond repair.  She stated that it breaks her heart that some 

people just need to destroy things after Ms. Jansen and Mr. Perkins worked so hard to build them.  

The Board is down to only five members, Linda Hummel and Linda McCafferty did not return to the 

board.  Now, we have four openings and if anyone knows of someone that would be willing to serve 

please contact Mayor Graven, Jill Lukes or her, an email or letter would be helpful.  She also sent an 

email to Representative to Tom Patton to thank him for the $75,000 grant for playground equipment 

for the Village Green.  She spoke with Ms. Lukes after the Council meeting in December to inform 

her of the grant and she was excited.  The Board will get together with Mr. Borczuch in the Spring to 

discuss the new playground equipment.  

 

Councilman Brian Chitester, Ward IV  
Mr. Chitester wished everyone a Happy New Year.  He watched the service department work on the 

access road and they did a bang up job.  These guys do some hard work so if its warm out this 

summer and you see them working, he knows that he will get them some ice cold water, coffee or 

donuts because they work very hard.   

 

Ms. Jansen asked what they did to the access road.  Mr. Chitester replied that without Mr. Borczuch 

present he does not want to speak out of line as he would know more.  They basically refilled, 

maintained and cleaned it up.  He was watching to see what was going on because he has never seen 

them to the maintenance from start to finish.  Ms. Jansen asked if it was still gravel.  Mr. Chitester 

replied yes.  But, he cannot speak to anything else as he was just watching.  Ms. Jansen replied that 

she would not know details just wondering if it was gravel or pavement.  Mr. Chitester replied that 

from what he was told its from Phase V and ground up really well and is really compacted.  The 
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service employees took their time and made sure that it was almost like concrete because of how well 

they rolled it out and made it nice and solid.  

 

Council-at-Large, Jennifer Jansen 

Ms. Jansen stated that she would like to acknowledge that this month marks the 50th anniversary of 

Westview and Olmsted Falls merging together.  It was voted on in May of 1970 and it took effect on 

January 1, 1971.  While she was researching very interestingly, she found out that David Fortier, we 

all know his name because of our park downtown, was the force behind this as he served as the Co-

Chair for the Citizens for Consolidation.  He would have been about 22 years old at that time.  Many 

years later he became Mayor, in 1986, and very tragically died after only two years which is why 

David Fortier Park is named after him to honor him.  When she learned all of this and began thinking 

about the anniversary, she knows people want to do something to remember but with COVID 

everything has been difficult, so her thought, if we are able to, since we still do not have a sign at the 

park that says David Fortier anywhere, or a plaque or anything could something like that happen this 

year because it also marks the 50th anniversary. She asked what Council’s thoughts were.  Mr. Stibich 

replied that he believes there is a sign that says David Fortier Park.  Ms. Jansen replied no, the sign 

says Village Park.  Mr. Stibich asked if there was a sign on Water Street.  Ms. Jansen replied no, no 

sign.  Mr. Chitester asked if Ms. Jansen was available to attend the ABR meeting on Thursday to see 

what they would suggest since we will need their approval since that is located in the historic district. 

They could provide ideas or thoughts of colors or scheme that might be a good starting point.  Ms. 

Jansen replied yes and asked if it was virtual.  Mr. Chitester replied yes as Chairman Tomasch moved 

them to virtual in December.   

 

Mr. Stibich asked if the Planning and Zoning Commission met.  Ms. Jansen replied they have not met 

as of yet.  

 

Council-at-Large, Lori Jones 

Ms. Jones stated that when the Mayor goes to get this consultant, he will need to go back at, if he 

remembers last year the one fund from years ago where money had been taken out of that fund 

around 2000 for something with the fire station so he will probably have to go way back to see how 

the money taken out.    

 

Councilman Cornel Munteanu, Ward II – No Report 

 

Council President Paul Stibich – No Report 

 

Andrew Bemer, Law Director  
Mr. Bemer stated that Resolution 03-2021 is a request for an approval of a three year contract 

between the City and our fire firefighters Collective Bargaining Agreement.  He believes the 

administration spent six virtual meetings, numerous phone calls, which all culminated at 8PM on 

New Year’s Eve via a phone call.  The terms of salary increases are identical to that of the service 

department.  Most of the discussions concerned the overtime and he believes the firefighter’s union 

was quite magnanimous in recognizing that our overtime budget was significant and it was 

appropriate to make necessary amendments. He would encourage Council to adopt the resolution.  

The union was represented by Chad Gluss and Ty Bromond who were very professional and 

collegial, we agreed to disagree on a number of things, but it went very smoothly. He would of course 

be remiss if he did not mention Chief Sheehan who was significant in both recognizing his advocacy 
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for his guys but also for being a leader as part of the city administration which was immeasurable so 

thank you Chief Sheehan.  

 

Old Business - None 

 

New Business  

 

Ordinance 01-2021 

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING ALL ACTIONS NECESSARY TO SUBMIT AND 

ACCEPT NORTHEAST OHIO PUBLIC ENERGY COUNCIL (NOPEC) 2021 

COMMUNITY EVENT SPONSORSHIP GRANT AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY  

First Reading 

 

Mr. Munteanu moved to suspend; Mr. Chitester seconded.  Voice Vote: 7 ayes; 0 nays. Motion 

carried.  Mr. Chitester moved to waive the reading in its entirety; Ms. Buchholz seconded.  Voice 

Vote: 7 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried.  Mr. Chitester moved to adopt; Ms. Buchholz seconded.  

Poll: 7 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried.  

 

Resolution 02-2021 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE SUBMISSION OF AN APPLICATION ON 

BEHALF OF THE CITY OF OLMSTED FALLS TO PARTICIPATE IN A GRANT 

THROUGH THE OHIO DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE, STATE FIRE MARSHAL 

DIVISION, FOR THE PURPOSE OF PURCHASING FIRE EQUIPMENT AND 

ACCEPTING SAID FUNDS IF AWARDED, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY  First 

Reading 

 

Mr. Munteanu moved to suspend; Mr. Chitester seconded.  Voice Vote: 7 ayes; 0 nays. Motion 

carried.  Mr. Chitester moved to waive the reading in its entirety; Ms. Buchholz seconded.  Voice 

Vote: 7 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried.  Mr. Chitester moved to adopt; Ms. Buchholz seconded.  

Poll: 7 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried.  

 

Resolution 03-2021 

A RESOLUTION ADOPTING THE CONTRACT NEGOTIATED BETWEEN THE CITY 

OF OLMSTED FALLS, OHIO AND THE INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF 

FIREFIGHTERS LOCAL 2373 AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY   First Reading 

 

Mr. Munteanu moved to suspend; Mr. Chitester seconded.  Voice Vote: 7 ayes; 0 nays. Motion 

carried.  Mr. Chitester moved to waive the reading in its entirety; Ms. Buchholz seconded.  Voice 

Vote: 7 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried.  Mr. Chitester moved to adopt; Ms. Buchholz seconded.  

Poll: 7 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried.  

 

Resolution 04-2021 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO SUBMIT AN APPLICATION FROM 

THE CITY OF OLMSTED FALLS FOR A RECYCLING PROGRAM GRANT TO THE 

CUYAHOGA COUNTY SOLID WASTE DISTRICT FOR 2021 AND IF AWARDED,  

ACCEPTING SUCH GRANT, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY   First Reading 
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Mr. Munteanu moved to suspend; Mr. Chitester seconded.  Voice Vote: 7 ayes; 0 nays. Motion 

carried.  Mr. Chitester moved to waive the reading in its entirety; Ms. Buchholz seconded.  Voice 

Vote: 7 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried.  Mr. Chitester moved to adopt; Ms. Buchholz seconded.  

Poll: 7 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried.  

 

Ordinance 05-2021 

AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR THE FIRST SUPPLEMENTAL APPROPRIATION 

OF FUNDS FOR CURRENT EXPENSES AND OTHER EXPENDITURES OF THE CITY 

OF OLMSTED FALLS, OHIO, FOR THE PERIOD COMMENCING JANUARY 1, 2021 

AND ENDING MARCH 31, 2021, REPEALING ORDINANCE 59-2020, AND 

DECLARING AN EMERGENCY  First Reading 

 

Mr. Munteanu moved to suspend; Mr. Chitester seconded.  Voice Vote: 7 ayes; 0 nays. Motion 

carried.  Mr. Chitester moved to waive the reading in its entirety; Ms. Buchholz seconded.  Voice 

Vote: 7 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried.  Mr. Chitester moved to adopt; Ms. Buchholz seconded.  

Poll: 7 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried.  

 

Miscellaneous New Business  

 

Mr. Munteanu moved to approve a requisition to Ramsey & Associates for a civil service sergeant’s 

written examination and oral assessment, in an amount not to exceed $7,920.00; Ms. Buchholz 

seconded.  Poll: 7 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried.  

 

Such other business that may come before Council  
 

Ms. Jones asked if Council should authorize monies for the finance consultant.  Mr. Stibich replied 

that he believes that Council should discuss the issue regarding who would be hired.  

 

Mr. Munteanu moved to adjourn into executive session to discuss matters of personnel pursuant to 

ORC 121.22(G)(1); Mr. Chitester seconded. Poll: 7 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried.  

 

The meeting adjourned at 8:01 p.m.  

 

Ms. Buchholz moved to adjourn into regular session; Mr. Chitester seconded.  Poll: 7 ayes; 0 nays. 

Motion carried.  

 

The meeting reconvened at 8:22 p.m.  

 

Mr. Munteanu moved to adjourn; Mr. Chitester seconded.  Poll: 7 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried.  

 

The meeting adjourned at 8:22 p.m.  

 

 

 

              ____________________________ 

Paul Stibich, Council President  Angela Mancini, Clerk of Council 
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